Similarly to the previous years, presentations made at the symposium encompassed an extremely broad range of research objects, goals, and methods. The themes addressed at the symposium included the fol lowing:
1. Methods of fractionation, purification, and pri mary structure analysis. Isolation of novel research objects from natural sources. Peptidomics. Proteomics.
2. Synthesis methods, chemical modification. Pro tein engineering.
3. Physicochemical and computational research methods. Spatial structure.
4. Biological activity. Structure function relation ships.
5. Enzyme chemistry and biology. 6. Innovative pharmaceuticals based on peptides and proteins, and mechanisms underlying their action.
A special session was dedicated to the structure and function of proteins involved in the regulation of pro grammed cell death. Research presented at the sym posium had been performed in numerous research centers in Russia, including RAS institutes, universi ties, and institutes of the healthcare system. Scientists from Belorussia presented their results along with Russian researchers, and a number of studies were per formed in collaboration with scientists from Europe and the United States of America.
Reports of studies presented at the Novosibirsk symposium (a total of 27 articles) will be published in the upcoming issues of our Journal. These studies form only a small part of the research presented; however, we believe that the selection provides useful informa tion on the diverse research topics, results and level of the studies, and the geographical location of the major centers of protein and peptide chemistry and biology research in Russia.
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